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Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah
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Selected Pieces from the Maharal’s Gur Aryeh
POIT TIT YWIT 37797 W 0IIWIIRP DY PIYN

P (29w 119N NRYIT DY) NIR rab)
DITIAX 737 NRONM 72pY>1 PR DR PYR” IR -7 >
7RI AR A2 TIWY NI TR297,701INM ° 1IN 07X NS 1
HRIW? IR 157 0w VI °¥17 NI I »
OTIARY /71 12777 DR NYNM 073AR NP2 VIV NIREHT NN 0
70y 12 WM 127 79R” 7707 N2 N2 2031 XY ¥1Tn i T
WRT JW252 012X YW 101 VY PO 0170 T7m nRiT 7% m
DIWRIT NI PW 0% NISMIR X
07772X T2V IYOR YW 11w !
M2I1 /71 YW 0°1p YIIR 2%
0170 7211 RY IR ,7AYI5M NN 23R 0IAR YT vy
277I¥% N5 71931 937 AR R Lo
XY AR, ROMAT NNI3P DTIAR WWA ANLAT IR 1
n131p2 WAW 7217371 NI v
0157 NIMIRTI,7I1Y 17wWn1 PRIW? 0
0°1322 TpDA? 72°YIN 7% NI T8 2 L
DI7I2R YW W3 X771 NIR NDOIT X L&
YWITPY N2V 7w DWwR 1737 NIR DRI !
PI7X 19 PRW *13 97302 977w oyon )
0°12 X% *17Y 7237w N5 wiIva 5531 780 >
7PIARY QW IR’ »
172591 07 N1ARD X

NILRA P 112 PIn% 21 AR, YRYPW™ DITIAXR NN 773




5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion

1. 37am=a 77 7990 n»R now: Hashem spoke to everyone saying 77 72. Avraham was the only one that

listened.

2. 1292’5 w1 n7ay vun wren: If Avraham fulfilled all the mitzvos in the Torah even before they were
given (Talmud Yoma 28b) why did he wait for Hashem’s command for circumcision?

3. Sifsei Chachamim 17:18 - Discusses dispute as to the meaning of Avraham’s prayer for Yishmael 19
7'199 N'N' INVYNY! based on the question, can you daven for people to do teshuva?

4. mw oPywn j2 073K 57y 72 7% /0 0 nax n1in — Explains that the Torah does not write when Avraham'’s
circumcision was, because in the service of God you need to focus on the moment in front of you.

5. Torah Temimah 12:5 - What does the Talmud Avodah Zarah 9a mean when it says the 2000 years of
Torah began with Avraham?

Foundations
bR N2
The Chosen People

The Ramban (12:2) asks why the story of Avraham’s childhood is not written explicitly in the Torah. In fact, a careful reading
of the parsha raiases the question as to why, in fact, God selected Avraham as the founder of the Jewish people.

1. Why was Avraham any different from other monotheists before him?
a. See Rambam (Laws of Idolatry 1:1) which describes the story of Avraham’ recognition of God'’s existence.
b. Raavad (ibid.) asks what distinguished Avraham from Shem and Aver, who also had a monotheistic yeshiva?
c. See his answer there which, as elaborated upon by R. Noah Weinberg, stresses that Avraham’s uniqueness
was his commitment to take initiative and publically proclaim God’s existence to others.
2. The Choseness of the Jewish People Transcends Any Particular Reason
a. See Maharal (Netzach Yisroel, ch. 11) who explains that the story of Avraham'’s childhood is omitted from the
Torah so people don’t think there was any specific trait that caused the Jewish people to be chosen. See also
his words in Derech Hashem (5:17)
b. Pri Tzadik (Eikev #3) explains we are called a n7120 (Dearim 7:6) because just like a n'2120 transcends
rationality, so do the Jewish people. See also Mei Shiloach, Vol. 1, Parshas Yisro.
3. Avraham was the ultimate individual
a. See Yalkut 73 “nt 7aya XN Nt 12vn 071vn 95 — Mavn DnNar.” See brief nunwn at the beginning of the
second part of Likutei Moharan, where R. Nachman elaborates on the radical individuality of Avraham
4. The Chosenness of Avraham’s Offspring
a. See Kuzari (Maamar Rishon, specifically paragraphs 95 and 103) where he discusses a special Godly element
that was permanently given to Avraham’s family. Note, this Kuzari has generated controversy and
accusations of racial elitism.
b. See Seforno 15:8 who understands Avraham'’s question of yTX nn2 to be question as to how he can be assured
that even has children who sin will have a relationship with God. With this in mind, the meaning of the nma
DN2N |2 has central importance as it relates to the continued choseness of the Jewish people (For more, see
Talmud Nedarim 32a)
5. For Further Reading
a. R.Shamshon R. Hirsch, Nineteen Letters (In particular Letter Fifteen)
b. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, A Letter in the Scroll (in particular p. 91-108)
c. “You Have Chosen Us From Among the Nations,” Jewish Action 2004 Symposium



